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of family, and for its diffusion must not our real reliance    1347
be on the extension and improvement of education ?   I     ~
have even ceased to think that a leisured class, in the   eftt'40'
ordinary sense- of the term, is an essential constituent of
the best form of society*   What does seem to me essential
is that society at large should not be overworked, nor over-
anxious about the means of subsistence, for which we must
look to the grand source of improvement, repression of
population* combined with laws or customs of inheritance
which shall favour the diffusion of property instead of its
accumulation in masses,

It isi 1 dare say, very natural that, living in France, you
should be much impressed with the unfavourable side of a
country that has passed through a series of revolutions*
The inordinate impulse given to vulgar ambition, down to
even a low clans, and the general spirit of udventureship
are, I have no doubt, disgusting enough ; but may not much
of them be aHcrihed to the mere accident of the brilliant
fortune of u certain lieutenant of artillery (as Stendhal says),
and much to the habitual over-governing by which power
and importance are too exclusively concentrated upon the
Government and its functionaries? In England, on the
contrary, I often think that a violent revolution is very
much needed, in order to give that general shake-up to the
torpid mind of the nation which the French Revolution
gave to Continental Europe, England has never had any
general break-up of old associations, and hence the extreme
difficulty of getting any ideas into its stupid head. After
all, what country in Europe can be compared with France
in the adaptation of its social state to the benefit of the
great          of its people, freed as they are from any tyranny

which comes home to the greater number, with justice
easily accessible and the strongest inducements to personal
prudence and forethought* And would this have been the
without the great changes in the state of property
which, oven supposing good intentions in the Government,
could hardly have been produced by anything less than a
revolution I

I Judge M* Guizot'ft conduct in the Spanish affair as youkept alive by really cultivated persons ; the most complete
